The Prince of Wales's Fund and the medical staff of the hospital having pressed on the Council the necessity of providing improved sleeping accommodation for the nursing staff, it had been decided to have a festival dinner on the Cth May next. Sir Andros de la Rue had consented to preside, and their object would be to raise ?10,000 to purchase a freehold site adjoining the hospital for which they were already in negotiation, and thereon to build a nurses' home. The death was reported of Mr. Charles J. Webb, for many years chairman of the house committee.
In recommending the adoption of the report, the chairman reminded the meeting that that hospital was the first established in Europe for the study of consumption and other diseases of the chest, and he was quite certain that great interest was taken in the movement throughout Europe with regard to the treatment of tuberculosis. He learned that in July a very large meeting was to take place on the subject and he hoped benefit would arise from that conference.
He was glad to notice that some of the City Companies contributed to the funds, and ventured to hope that more of them would do so. He would like to see a dozen or more subscribing regularly.
The motion was adopted. The Hon. Claude Hay, M.P., moved that the thanks of the meeting be given to the president and officers for their services during the year, which was seconded by Dr In moving the adoption of the report, the Chairman said it would be seen that almost all the figures correspond with those of the previous year, and the hospital had been maintained in the same state of efficiency. But they had again overspent themselves, as in the previous year, by between ?400 and ?500, and if they went on much longer at. that rate they would soon have paid away all their reserve fund and be very hard up indeed. But they did not see how they could act differently; their patients were a& numerous as ever, and patients who could be relieved oftenhad to wait because they had no room for them, with great risk to their chances of ultimate cure. The pressure on their accommodation, both in the out-patient and in-patient departments, showed how the hospital was appreciated; and when they looked at the results achieved they saw the reason why. The cases were treated with such remarkable skill that nearly everyone went away cured or relieved. Their deathrate was only 3 03 per cent., and considering the nature of the cases this was infinitesimal. This was a great contrastwith what used to be the case. When they looked back tothe start they saw that the number of deaths was 18 out of 118 cases ; now it was 15 out of over 500 ; and that showed what a benefit the hospital had been to the community. They had been instrumental in giving such education to thegentlemen who undertook the work that they were now able to undertake operations with almost a certainty of success. They claimed to benefit people to an extent not attained at other places. For one thing the number of men who came here and got relief in the evening, being thus able to attend to their work in the daytime, was a great benefit to the community. He thought, therefore, they might appeal to the City companies to help them out of debt. The war was unhappily still dragging on, and now there was the Memorial Fund being raised at the Mansion House. But in spite of these new claims, old-established charities should not be neglected. The results they were obtaining were never more satisfactory ; the hospital was never more appreciated; the skill and attention of their surgeons were never greater. They could do more if they had more room, but for the present they must be content to keep on in their present scale. When the war was over, and the income-tax going down instead of up, they must try to extend their work.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Galsworthy, who suggested that they should sell Consols to the extent of half their debt of ?800.
He thought they could then appeal with greater force for help to wipe out the rest.
The report was unanimously adopted, as was that of the surgical staff, moved by Mr 
